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'Dowzzey Is Shapmg a Role ;zz‘,Arms Con frol 7

ol By BERNARD ’WBNRAUB commxtt*a will hsten to facts and opin~ .. -ever, he opposes pIansto reduce sharp-
.- Special to.The New York Times . - 'fong.that would lead reasonable men "Iy producuon of the F:I4 Tomcat fizhts-.
¥ WASMGTON March-15 —Thres. . . to conclude that we need to end the._- er, which is made by a constitueat; ’
years ago, ThomasJ Downeynervour- . arms- race,_ yet the commzttee comes - the Grummarn Aerospace Corpora::on.
ty took his ‘seat in'the House of Repres- " 44 the reverse conclusion and sayswe . ~ He concedes the irony of - being a
sentatives, At 25, he Wa’ the youngest . - need to'spend moreonarms. - "% - vocal liberal on. defense-matters "but
member . of vthe . new Congress. and "j“:-" #The frustrating thing is to have the representmo constitwents whose - jobs
eagerly sought an assignment.on ofs’ D. .LA., he said, referrmg to the Defenss . are dependent on bigger defense budz-_
of the influential committees. .. Intelligence Agency, “or Air Force in- .- els. - -,.- :%h: 27w ‘,,-,‘-
- “I wanted Ways and Means or Ap-. “telligence give a secunty briefing and_ . 2 'Doesn’t Snppo:tAll Pro]ects
bropnanons or the Rules Committee,” 7 explain’ l‘xog1 the Rur:ts:ancsh arrt\; ahea;g "I réalis od when I got-on the com-
said the Congressman from New York’s = .0f us, and the committee chortles wi th “be " probs|
$econd ‘District.- “T couldn’t: get on delight. But when they hear a bnefmg.. % mxttee ere- wete gomg 1o pro s
Thern: beeaiusé: L had, na. seniority. So- - B Sac iopoller day from Sians Jems.?, he. s2ys. Thers-are: projects
Fyas named, %02 vacant: Demécratic g which’ dxrectly heip my-dnstnct Yhich *
seat on the.Anned Semcea Ccmmatteer\

Yl
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sessment of where we were ahead and I may not be for: But there’ are others, £
-, like. the F-14;" “that I‘fully support." ]

'ﬁi—{h?imi ;-;c:elwt;eg;tﬁ; T 'f- : mrbasement anartmen:' tnear.the Capxﬂ T
¥ would b mterestmg tot-,“at‘tends;'Ax'netican.-Unlversity Law-»

fearned a ot oo
 Within. the last: few years Mr.

ney»has emerged as the most articulate
. ltberal .voics. on“tHe powerful: commit..
‘tee;:asian arms control specialist. and:
x3- 2 controversial, if somewhat icongs:
. dastxe‘flgure among his colleagues.’ iz
<My \lite,”? says the dapper.Congres
than; “Isz. little schizophrenic.-1 twrn
: it.off and on:-I deal with'SALT and
arms-control and the B-1 all week, andi
then :Iifly-home to-Long.Island:on
Friday nights with my laundry and my .
law books and it's back 'to reality. I
.go out_to.the Great South .Bay on”
-Saturda}f, and if someone ever asked.
me what are the chances for a SALT"
‘,accord T'd probably fall in and drown.”.:
:Difficult fora Liberal - =
g Wzth defense policy. and . legislation
often shaped' in the-:Armed Services:
‘Committees of the House and Senate
- Mr., Downey ~speaks candidly, : and>
sometimes. angrily, about his ~col
*leagues: He makes it plain that: it'is
dlffxcult to be-a liberal on the commit.
*tee, which tradxtxonally has & heayy
; ;. conservative tilt * p

<. ““The: - committes- 13" trem‘«mdousi
) " frustrating,”’ said the Suffolk: County-
Congressman, as-he ate’ a Juncheon’”
“salag in: th-House dxmng room. "'r}xer

* Adm, Stanstield T is Dijector
of Central Intelligence. .
iois, Like Mischievous Chou' Boy:

t hearings, Mr. ‘Downey, who is th
ungest member of the Armed Serv:
ces Committee, chews guni intensely,.
oys with pencxls and bounceés restless--
y- in his’ chair. He speaks rapidly and.
confers in whispers with colleagues.. ’ - s
_‘_Wxth his- - youthful * appearance, - he-":v.questions, the military-is -delizhted. to
resemb!es a slightly . m:xschxevous chou‘ * educate you, even if they know that
.boy ...... : ,.you won't agree, with tnem,” he says.
I {4 youre “t00 a; g'nessxve or too am t,,. “You can receive a-Hrefing on- any-_s
itious, you get nothing done in xh_ N -;thxng—howm destroy a dam, how to2 ;
place " he says. “I’m t:yzng “terrain gundance~of the cruise missiie
reasonably aggressive.,”” . .works, how [ 2z :nuelear } weapon is -
~Mr, Downey, a native o!’OzonePark. .made.” EDNE S .
,Queens, has strorgly supported the Ad- :7." Perhaps hxs most frustratmg momenti
_ministration’s proposals tg limit strate-". .- on the committee, he says,- took place
;. 8ic arms—he is one of five members ", during the West Point cheating scandal .
“"of the House who is an official observ- "when ‘he offered a“compromise that 3
‘er at’the Geneva. talks—and was a.“'liwas desxgnedtokeeptnd-ts threatened
“vocal supporter of the Administration’s /- *with suspension'in ths- ‘military acadet-}
“plan to develop the neutron bomb, a:z:imy until:a full report was. issued. De-.!
i i spite Mr. Downey’s plea,~most of ths-:
Congressmen voted to -suspend -the -
adets immediately=Z&3end o 5
=1t~ was pure’.emotion: on- th art”'
of some- of. my colleagues,” :he”, Says<
evenly..a“l felt: lixe: stranv’hng»them.

Defense Secretary Tames R: "Schlesinz="
er, and a* flow of . reports and docu--
rqents. L e iy Toomy, el IThue B
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“sion - to- end production ‘of  the B-
"bomber, although component parts of:
“the plane are built in his district. How-+; =
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